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humorous and poor and honest. He did not
drink or smoke; he had great physical strength,
and indeed enjoyed a fantastic reputation as a
weight-lifter. He could use his fists if need be,
but appears to have intervened reluctantly and
on the side of justice. All these qualities had con-
tributed to his personal popularity and success,
and were to maintain him as a member of the
state legislature for eight years.

During this period of eight years three events
occurred in the life of Abraham Lincoln which
were of lasting importance and which, therefore,
require some discussion. The first was his dis-
covery of a permanent means of livelihood. On
March i, 1837, the name of Abraham Lincoln
was formally enrolled as an attorney, licensed to
practise law in all the courts of Illinois. For some
years he had wished to become a lawyer. In 1832,
when defeated at the election for the state legis-
lature, he tells us that he 'thought of learning
the blacksmith's trade, thought of trying to study
law, rather thought he could not succeed at that
without a better education.1 He had tried to im-
prove his education by reading when he could.
But his real opportunity to take up the law came
when he was elected to the state legislature in
1834. For the other successful Whig candidate,
John T, Stuart, was a lawyer in practice at
Springfield, Illinois. Stuart had become friendly
with Lincoln. He too had been a volunteer in
the Black Hawk war, and they were both Whigs.
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